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Dear Cardinals : 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Cardinal staff, I want to welcome you to Laguna Creek High School, the  
Home of the Cardinals! Your LCHS faculty and staff are excited to start the 20 -21 school 
year. We are committed to  making great things possible  for all of our students and 
our community. We expect that as a Cardinal and young adult, you will work hard to 
learn the lessons presented in the classroom, on the athletic field, and in the various 
co-curricular and extra -curricular activities.   
  
You will find success with your commitment to being  caring  by demonstrating empathy, 
compassion, and respect. Being  in quirers  by asking teachers clarifying questions and 
being  principled  by acting with integrity, fairness, and honesty. Our program,  Be 

Cardinal RED!,  expects all students to be òRespectful,  Engaged, &  Dedicated.ó These 
expectations support the rigorous acad emic and community expectations of Laguna 
Creek High School. Meeting the demands of a rigorous curriculum is hard work and 
challenging. We hope that you  will see this challenge as being worthwhile and 
rewarding.    
 
Balancing your academic, physical, and emotional well -being is essential for success. 
Please take advantage of the many enriching co -curricular and extra -curricular 
activities available. Students at LCHS can become involved in athletics, visual and 
performing arts programs, and the vast array o f student clubs. In whatever you choose 
to do,  always strive for high quality in all that you do .  
 
Choose to be involved! Choose to be a leader! Choose to have a positive experience 

at LCHS!  
 

 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Mark Benson  
Principal LCHS  

MISSION STATEMENT:  The Mission of Laguna Creek High School is to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young people who attain academic excellence. Our 
students strive for responsible citizenship and help create a more peaceful world through 
life-long learning, productive employment, and intercultural understanding and respect 
in a global society.  

 



 



  



Approaches to Learning  

Category:  Communication  
Cluster:  Communication  

Inquiry Focus: How can students communicate through 
interaction?  

 
Description:  Exchanging thoughts, messages and information 
effectively through interaction  
 

1. Give and receive meaningful feedback  
2. Use intercultural understanding to interpret communication  
3. Use a variety of speaking techniques to communicate with a 
variety of audiences  

4. Use appropriate forms of writing for different purposes and 
audiences  
5. Use a variety of media to communica te with a range of 
audiences  

6. Interpret and use effectively modes of non -verbal 
communication  
7. Negotiate ideas and knowledge with peers and teachers  
8. Participate in, and contribute to, digital social media networks  

9. Collaborate with peers and exper ts using a variety of digital 
environments and media  
10. Share ideas with multiple audiences using a variety of digital 
environments and media  

Inquiry Focus: How can students demonstrate communication 
through language?  

 
Description:  Reading, writing, and u sing language to gather and 
communicate information  
 

1. Read critically and for comprehension  
2. Read a variety of sources for information and for pleasure  
3. Make inferences and draw conclusions  
4. Use and interpret a range of discipline -specific terms and symbols  

5. Write for different purposes  
6. Understand and use mathematical notation  
7. Paraphrase accurately and concisely  
8. Preview and skim texts to build understanding  

9. Take effective notes in class  
10. Make effective summary notes for studying  
11. Use a variety of organizers for academic writing tasks  
12. Find information for disciplinary and interdisciplinary inquiries, 

using a variety of media  
13. Organize and depict information logically  
14. Structure information in summaries, essays, and rep orts  

Category:  Social  
Cluster:  Collaboration Skills  

Inquiry Focus: How can students collaborate?  
 
Description:  Working effectively with others  
 

1. Use social media networks appropriately to build/develop relationships  8. Build consensus  
2. Make fair and equitable decisions                                                                  9. Encourage others to contribute                                                                    
3. Delegate and share responsibility for decision -mak ing                                 10. Negotiate effectively  
4. Exercise leadership and take on a variety of roles within groups                  11. Help others to succeed                                                                                

5. Take responsibility for oneõs own actions                                                       12. Advocate for oneõs own rights and needs 
6. Manage and resolve conflict and work collaboratively in teams                    13. Give and receive meaningful feedback  
7. Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas                                              14. Practice empathy                                                                                                                            

Category:  Research  

Cluster:  Information Literacy Skills  Cluster:  Media Literacy Skills  

Inquiry Focus: How can students demonstrate information literacy?  
 

Description:  Finding, interpreting, judging, and creating information  
 

1. Collect, record, and verify data  
2. Access information to be informed and inform others  

3. Make connections between various sources of information  
4. Understand the benefits and limitations of personal sensory learning 

preferences when accessing, processing, and recalling info rmation  
5. Use memory techniques to develop long -term memory  

6. Present information in a variety of formats and platforms  
7. Collect and analyze data identify solutions and make informed decisions  

Inquiry Focus: How can students demonstrate media literacy?  
 
Description:  Interacting with media to use and create ideas and 

information  
 
1. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use 
information from a variety of sources and media (including digital 

social media and online networks)  
2. Demonstrate aware ness of media interpretations of events and 
ideas (including digital social media)  
3. Make informed choices about personal viewing experiences  



8. Process data and report results  
9. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on their 

appropriateness to specific tasks  
10. Understand and use technology systems  

11. Use critical literacy skills to analyze and interpret media communications  
13. Understand and implement intellectual proper ty rights  

14. Create references and citations, use footnotes/endnotes and construct a 
bibliography according to recognized conventions  

15. Identify primary and secondary sources  

4. Understand the impact of media representations and modes of 
presentations  

5. Seek a range of perspectives from  multiple and varied sources  
6. Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple 
audiences using a variety of media and formats  
7. Compare, contrast, and draw connections among (multi)media 

resources  

Category: Self -Management  

Cluster:  Organization Skills  Cluster:  Reflection Skills  Cluster:  Affective Skills  

Inquiry Focus: How can students 
demonstrate organization skills?  
 

Description:  Managing time and tasks 
effectively  
 
1. Plan short* and long*term assignments; 

meet deadlines  
2. Create plans to prepare for summative 
assessments (examinations and 

performances)  
3. Keep and use a weekly planner for 
assignments  
4. Set goals that are challenging and 

realistic  
5. Plan strategies and take action to 
achieve personal and academic goals  
6. Bring necessary equipment and supplies 

to class  
7. Keep an organized and logical system of 
information files/notebooks  
8. Use appropriate strategies for organizing 

complex information  
9. Understand and use sensory learning 
preferences (learning styles)  
10.  Select and use technology effectively 

and productively  

Inquiry Focus: How can students be 
reflective?  
 

Description:  Considering the process of 
learning; choosing and using ATL skills  
 
1. Develop new skills, techniques and strategies 

for effective learning  
2. Identify strengths and weaknesses of personal 
learning strategies (self -assessment)  

3. Demonstrate flexibility in the selection and use 
of learning strategies  
4. Try new ATL skills and evaluate their 
effectiveness  

Consider content  
5. What did I learn about today?  
6. What donõt I yet understand? 
7. What questions do I have now?  

Consider ATL skills development  
8. What can I already do?  
9. How can I share my skills to help peers who 
need more practice?  

10. What will I work on next?  
Consider personal learn ing strategies  
11. What can I do to become a more efficient and 
effective leader?  

12. How can I become more flexible in my choice 
of learning strategies?  
13. What factors are important for helping me 
learn well?  

14. Focus on the process of creating by imit ating 
the work of others  
15. Consider ethical, cultural, and environmental 
implications  

Inquiry Focus: How can students 
manage their own state of mind?  
 

Description:  Managing state of mind  
Mindfulness  
1. Practice focus and concentration  
2. Practice strategies to develop mental 

focus and to overcome distractions  
3. Practice being aware of body*mind 
connections  

 
Perseverance  
4. Demonstrate persistence and 
perseverance  

5. Practice delaying gratification  
 
Emotional management  
6. Practice strategies to overcome 

impulsiveness and anger  
7. Practice strategies to reduce stress 
anxiety  
8. Practice strategies to prevent bullying  

9. Practice being aware of body -mind 
connections  
 
Self-motivation  

10. Practice analyzing and attributing 
causes for failure  
11. Prac tice managing self -talk and positive 
thinking  

 
Resilience  
12. Practice òbouncing backó after 
adversity, mistakes, and failures  

13. Practice òfailing welló 
14. Practice dealing with disappointment 
and unmet expectations  
15. Practice dealing with change  

 
 
 

Category: Thinking  

Cluster:  Critical Thinking 

Skills  

Cluster:  Creative Thinking 

Skills  

Cluster:  Transfer Skills  

Inquiry Focus: How can students think 
critically?  

Inquiry Focus: How can students be creative?  
 

Inquiry Focus: How can students transfer 
skills and knowledge among disciplines 



Description:  Analyzing and evaluating 
issues and ideas  

1. Practice observing carefully in order to 
recognize problems  
2. Gather and organize relevant 
information to formulate an argument  

3. Recognize unstated assumptions and 
bias  
4. Interpret data     (contõd) 
5. Evaluate evidence and arguments  

6. Recognize and evaluate propositions  
7. Draw rea sonable conclusions and 
generalizations  
8. Test generalizations and conclusions  

9. Revise understanding based on new 
information and evidence  
10. Evaluate and manage risk  
11. Formulate factual, topical, conceptual 

and debatable questions  
12. Consider ideas  from multiple 
perspectives  
13. Develop contrary or opposing 

arguments  
14. Analyze complex concepts and 
projects into their constituent parts and 
synthesize them to create new 

understanding  
15. Propose and evaluate a variety of 
solutions  
16. Identify obsta cles and challenges  

17. Use models and simulations to explore 
complex systems and issues  
18. Identify trends and forecast 
possibilities  

19. Troubleshoot systems and 
applications  

Description:  Generating novel ideas and 
considering new perspectives  

 
1. Use brainstorming and visual diagrams to 
generate new ideas and inquiries  
2. Consider multiple alternatives, including those 

that might be unlikely or impossible  
3. Create novel solutions to auth entic problems  
4. Make unexpected or unusual connections 
between objects and/or ideas  

5. Design improvements to existing machines, 
media, and technologies  
6. Design new machines, media, and technologies  
7. Make guesses, ask òwhat ifó questions and 

generate  testable hypotheses  
8. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, 
products, or processes  
9. Create original works and ideas; use existing 

works and ideas in new ways  
10. Practice flexible thinking*develop multiple 
opposing, contradictory, and complem entary 
arguments  

11. Practice visible thinking strategies and 
techniques  
12. Generate metaphors and analogies  
 

and subject groups?  
 

Description:  Utilizing skills and knowledge 
in multiple contexts  
 
1. Utilize effective learning strategies in 

subject groups and disciplines  
2. Apply skills and knowledge in unfamiliar 
situations  
3. Inquire in different contexts and gain a 

different perspective  
4. Compare conceptual understanding 
across multiple subject groups and 
disciplines  

5. Make connections between subject groups 
and disciplines  
6. Combine knowledge, understanding and 
skills to create products or solutions  

7. Transfer current knowledge to learning of 
new technologies  
8. Change  the context of an inquiry to gain 
different perspectives  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



LCHS BELL SCHEDULES FOR  2020 -20 21 SCHOOL YEAR  
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Dates to Remember FOR the 2020 -2021 SCHOOL YEAR  
 

Semesters  

First Semester: August 1 3, 2020  ð December 18 , 20 20  

Second Semester: January 5, 20 21 ð May 27, 20 21 

 

 

Minimum Days  

MYP Collaboration Day: September  29 , 20 20  

Professional Development: September  30 , 20 20  

Progress Reports: October 9, 20 20  

PSAT Testing (Reverse Minimum Day): October 1 4, 20 20   

MYP Collaboration Day: October 27, 2020  

First Semester Final Exams: December 1 5-18 , 20 20  

MYP Collaboration Day: January 2 6, 20 21 

Professional Development: Januar y 27 , 20 21 

Progress Reports: March 12, 2021  

MYP Collaboration Day: March  23, 20 21 

Second Semester Final Exams: May 24-27 , 202 1 

 

 

Holidays ð No School  

September 7, 2020  ð Labor Day  

November 1 1, 20 20  ð Veterans Day  

November 2 3-27, 20 20  ð Thanksgiving Break  

December 2 1, 20 20ðJanuary 4, 20 21 ð Winter Break  

January 18 , 20 21ð Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

February 8 , 20 21 ð Lincolnõs Birthday 

February 15, 20 21 ð Washingtonõs Birthday 

April  15 -19  2021 ð Spring Break  

 

Last Day of School  

Friday, May 27, 20 21  

 
 
 
 



Campus Map
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I.  PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES  
 

Laguna Creek High School Academic Programs  
 

The Laguna Creek Staff is committed to making great things possible for students by providing 

academically challenging programs which teach students to act responsibly, reason effectivel y, 

and contribute to a changing society. To support this philosophy, LCHS provides a variety of 

options to promote student connections with the school and staff.  All LCHS students will be 
exposed to the rigors of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Middl e Years Programme (MYP), will 

have the option to participate in the IB Diploma Programme (DP) and/or may choose to participate 

in either AVID or one of the three academies: Manufacturing Pro duction Technology Academy 

(MPTA), Sports Career s Academy (SCA), or Green Energy Technology Academy (GETA).    

 

International Baccalaureate Programme (IB)  
According to the IB Learner Profile, òThe aim of all IB programmes is to develop 

internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity  and 

shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful 

world .ó  LCHS offers both the MYP and DP programmes to support students as 

they òstrive to become inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, 

principled, open -minded, caring, risk -takers, balanced and reflectiveó people. 
The philosophy of the IB Programme and LCHS staff is to encourage students 

to become active, compassionate, lifelong learners. The IB Programme allows for diverse students 

of all interests and academic abilities to benefit from participation by encouraging students to 

become active and caring members of local, national, and global communities.  LCHS courses 

reflect the IB philosophies and methodologies that provides students opportunities to develop the 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills they need in order to manage complex concepts and tasks and 

take responsible action for the future.     

 

ü Middle Years Programme (MYP)  

The Middle Years Programme encompasses grades 7 -10 in a partnership between 

Laguna Creek High School and Harriet Eddy Middle School.  The MYP is a challenging 
framework that encourages all LCHS students to make practical connections between   

their studies and the real world by completing a Personal Project. The programme is 

inclusive by design; students of all interests and academic abilities can benefit from 

their participation.  The MYP curriculum framework comprises the eight subject 

group areas: Language and Literature, Language Acquisition, Individuals and 
Societies, Sciences, Mathematics, Arts, Physical and Health Education, and Design . Students who 

complete the Middle Years Programme are well prepared to take individual DP courses in an area of their 

interest or take the series of courses towards completing the full Diploma Programme.   As an IB World 

School, every 10th grade student is provided the opportunity to complete the MYP Personal Project - a 

research process/investigation of stud ent choice that is compiled into a written report of 1500 - 3000 

words, and is accompanied by a process journal that evidences a product or outcome.   The Personal 
Project is supervised and guided by the student's advocacy teacher at the beginning of the 10 th grade 

year in advocacy class.   Each student is provided with a Personal Project Handbook.   The handbook 

provides specific information about the requirements as well as worksheets for classroom activities that 

are completed in advocacy class throughout t he 10th grade to support each student in the completion of 

the project.   The written report, the process journal, and the product or outcome are due in the 
Spring.   Each student is required to showcase these at the LCHS IB Projects Night, which is held in the 

Spring.   Students who successfully complete the IB MYP Personal Project earn an academic achievement 

certificate (presented in the Fall of the 11th grade year), a transcript notation, a graduation garment cord, 

and graduation ceremony recognition.  The  Personal Project is the culminating experience of the Middle 

Years Program (MYP).  

 
 

 

 


